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Epiphany News    
The magazine of Holy Epiphany Church February/March 2021 

“The Lord is my rock, my fortress and 

my deliverer;  

my God is my rock in whom I take 

refuge, my shield and the horn of my 

salvation, my stronghold.” 

Psalm 18 verse 2 



 

 

 

Churchwardens 
Following the retirement of Rev. David Thompson, the parish is in an interregnum.   

Please contact the churchwardens for any issues relating to the parish, services or occsional offices.   
 

   
Alan Hogg (BCM Pastoral) 
alanhogg7@gmail.com 

07963 706907 
(also responsible for Hall Bookings) 

Linda Knight  
linda.knight87@ntlworld.com 

01202 510157 
(also responsible for Church Diary) 

Alan Bright 
alan.bright13a@gmail.com 

01202 859773 
(Deputy Warden) 

 

 
  

Joanne Davis (BCM Pastoral) 

joannedavis1133@gmail.com 

07906 355271 

Mark Payne (LLM) (Nursing Home Ministry) 
dimark@live.co.uk 

01202 523504 

Mark Vincent (BCM Pastoral) 
 

07788 316749 

   
Jill Haynes (PCC Secretary)  

jillandroger@yahoo.com 
Susan Bright (Director of Music and 

Organist) 
susan.bright13a@gmail.com 

Richard Burge (Treasurer) 
richardburge@tiscali.co.uk 

01202 514223 

Safeguarding Officer  
safeguarding@epiphanychurch.co.uk 

 Mary Hogg (Magazine Editor) 
a.hogg7@ntlworld.com 

01202 511759 

 
 

  

 

 
 

Who we are: more information on our website www.epiphanychurch.co.uk 

From the Editor 

There is a loop system available in church. 

Please adjust your hearing aid to the relevant setting 

This issue of our magazine is available in printed form (please contact me for a copy)  

and at our website online.  

A donation towards printing costs is welcome  

 Contributions by 10 March please, for the April/May edition, to be published on March 28th. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed in Epiphany News are those of contributors, not the editor or the ministry team. 

We reserve the right to edit or shorten articles or hold them for a later edition.  Mary Hogg, Editor 
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This year for me personally will have a couple of 

large milestones as my daughter and her husband 

will buy their first home and my mother will, in 

the summer, celebrate her 90th birthday.  Will we 

be able to help them move in and will the family 

be able to meet in June?  What else may we do?  

Will we have a holiday - can we plan anything for 

this year? 

The pandemic has made me realise that time is a 

precious gift and we need to use it wisely for we 

can only have it once.  The enforced inactivity 

and lack of opportunity to meet people in person, 

to share meals and to hug one another has been 

an almost physical pain.  To say that my heart 

yearns for freedoms that I previously have taken 

for granted is to understate the obvious, and I am 

sure that my feelings are shared by everyone. 

Isolation and loneliness have taken their toll on 

us all. 

One of the set Bible readings for the festival of 

Epiphany on January 6th was from the book of 

Isaiah and it says: - 

“Arise, and shine for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen  

upon you”. (Isaiah 60:1-2) 
This was a wake-up call from the prophet Isaiah, 

spoken to the people of Israel returning from 

exile in Babylon (538 years before Christ).             

It presents a vision of hope and restoration, not 

just for the people of Israel, but for all nations.    

It offers timeless images of majesty and power, 

and God’s reign breaking into everything. 
 

The people returning to their homeland from 

exile in Babylon did not return to the same 

country, to the same way of living that they had 

enjoyed before their conquest and forced 

emigration 70 years before.  Neither perhaps will 

we see life return to pre-pandemic ways.   

The pandemic has been described as a war and 

like all wars it will irrevocably change society in 

the UK and across the world.  The question facing 

us all now is how we respond in the longer term 

to that stimulus for evolution in our society. 

I believe history will say that 2021 marked a 

crossroads in the development of our world’s 

society; a point at which hopefully a new 

direction will be set.  It will not come about by a 

political revolution or resolution to do new 

things; but a revelation on the world stage that 

there need to be new ways of interacting, trading 

and living across the planet if we are to avoid 

climate, ecological and social disasters that would 

threaten the continuity of life itself.  The 

pandemic shows that humanity is not invincible, 

and that material wealth alone does not provide 

protection from suffering.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The challenges we face are however going to 

change.  Now, we are focussed on reducing the 

spread of infection and the human toll of COVID 

and our plans are founded on a vaccination 

programme.  Soon, we must consider how we 

respond as a society to the continuing threat 

posed by this virus, other diseases, or 

environmental issues.  COVID should spur us into 

action on issues that we have put on the back 

burner for too long. 

A letter from David Thompson 
 

 I write with the future uncertain, the way forward 
unclear and without any idea of my plans for 2021… 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued overleaf 



Many would wish that the road to happiness and 

fulfilment be paved with gold and be easy to 

travel; but as it is written in Matthew chapter 7 

verse 13-14, “Enter through the narrow 

gate. For wide is the gate and broad is 

the road that leads to destruction, and 

many enter through it.  But small is the 

gate and narrow the road that leads to 

life and only a few find it.”   

The challenges are large; we have ignored them 

for too long, and in doing so have reaped the 

harvest of our apathy.  The solutions will not be 

easy and will need a measure of sacrifice, at least 

judged by the ideas and expectations of the 

recent past.  The way will indeed be narrow, and 

the gate of opportunity is small in time.  It is time 

to ‘arise and shine’. 

So where can the world turn to for help in 

meeting these great and complex challenges? 

What might help us?  For the magi in Matthew’s 

gospel, it was a star’s light that caught their 

attention and put everything else into motion.  

They knew it was significant, and by following it, 

they were able to discover the greatest news the 

world has ever known.   

Personally, looking up at night at the stars and 

planets, or during the day at our Sun, reminds me 

of the timelessness of God’s creation that will 

continue despite our failings.  The stars are a tool 

that can help us bring more intention to our 

living.  Firstly, by helping us to “look” at things 

through a different metaphorical lens, 

remembering how insignificant we really are and 

perhaps understanding afresh that life is not all 

about us.  Secondly, by prompting us to “live” in a 

different way as a result.  

 

 

 

 

 

Before Christmas we saw, (or in the case of the 

UK, we did not see) the great conjunction of 

Jupiter and Saturn, described as like the ‘star of 

Bethlehem’. This was just a coincidental, 

occasional lining up of these two lights in the sky 

that occurs every four to five hundred years.  

However, it is tempting to see it as a sign of a 

renewal of hope, like the star seen and followed 

by the magi.  They looked, saw and, importantly, 

understood what the star meant. They put this 

new knowledge into action by travelling 

hundreds of miles to reach the Christ child.          

In making that journey they witnessed a glorious 

epiphany as God was revealed on earth.  

 

 

 

 

Today perhaps we will not look skyward to find a 

solution to our current problems.  But maybe the 

world will have an epiphany in months to come 

and we will see a new path, one which will be 

narrow and steep but one which we must take. 

As we struggle on into what appears at present to 

be an uncertain future, we should remember that 

Jesus came to earth to change the world and He 

is still here, Immanuel, God with us.  If we let 

Him, He will continue to change our world today.  

In the Gospel of John, it is written, “In Him was 

life, and that life was the light of all 

mankind.  The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.” (John 1:4-5). In uncertain times 

we therefore have hope, even joy.   

God Bless,  David 

  

                               

 

 

 

 

 
 

Due to the current situation, services are cancelled until the virus is more under control. 

However, this does not mean that the church will not be there if you need a prayer or 

support.  Many will know I officially left the parish in October 2019, but I am still around.       

Life may be difficult, but there is hope now for the future and we have a clear direction 

with the arrival of a vaccine. The Wardens, Linda and Alan, should be your first point of 

contact for Holy Epiphany but they can get hold of me if needed.  God bless you. 

Revd David Thompson priest in charge 2016-19 

 



 
 

 

 

In the Garden of Gethsemane 
There, amongst the olive trees 
Jesus, in His humanity and His pure 
divinity, 
Prayed in soulful agony 
“Father, take this Cup away from me…” 
The Cup filled with sorrow, 
The Cup filled with bitter pain, 
The Cup the Servant King must bear 
For the sake of mankind’s gain, 
The Cup that in the darkest hour held 
death and separation 
 
“Yet not my Will but Yours be done…” 
Prayed Jesus, the Messiah, Son: 
Emmanuel, God with us, 
Came down from Heaven to earth 
To live and walk among us, 
To bring new hope, new birth, 

To redeem, restore and rescue 
The world from deadly sin, 

To welcome all believers 
To dwell eternally with Him 

 

Upon the Cross at Calvary 
There, upon that cruel tree, 
Jesus paid sin’s ransom price 
In His Good Friday sacrifice. 

 
 
The curtained veil was torn aside 
Heaven’s door was opened wide. 
The Cup that once was filled with wrath, 
Now filled with Messiah peace: 
God’s love poured out for all mankind 
In magnificent release 
 
 
 
 
 
Upon the glorious Easter morn 
Came the witnessed Resurrection, 
New life, new hope, new vision born 
In the risen Christ’s perfection. 
God’s gracious mercy is revealed, 
His eternal love rings true: 
His Holy Spirit deposit sealed 
Upon hearts born-anew 
 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Holy One-in-Three, 
Your love reaches beyond the highest limit 
In your Triune Unity. 
You pour peaceful blessings upon your 
gospel news 
Inviting all to ‘come and see’ 
How all lost souls may seek and choose: 
The Living Lord who died… for me! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The Cup - a poem by Marion Richards  

 

I wrote this poem after reflecting on the events of the week leading up to Christ’s Good Friday death on 

the Cross and His Easter Day resurrection.  On reading Matthew Chapter26 verses 36-45, I recognised 

that in this scriptural account of Jesus praying in the Garden of Gethsemane there is so much to draw 

out and go into more deeply, but two important things stood out for me, inspiring me to write a poem 

focussed on the cup and Jesus’ faithful obedience to God’s Will.   

1) Jesus in his agony pleaded to God, His Heavenly Father: “My Father if it is possible, may this cup 

be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will” (v.39) 

2) He instructed His disciples “to stay here and keep watch with me” (v.38) 

“Watch and pray that you will not fall into temptation”. (v.40-41); and 

“Are you still sleeping and resting?” (v.45-46) 

What exactly is the cup and why did Jesus pray for it to be taken away from Him? 

Why was Jesus so persistent in telling His disciples keep awake, pray and keep watch? 

Marion Richards 



 
 

 

 

 

 

No 

 

services 
here 
yet 

 

 

    
 

 

Home Groups – friendly groups who meet fortnightly to share fellowship, study 
God’s word, and pray.  Meetings are on hold, but new members will be welcome 
when we can meet again.   

Please talk to Alan Hogg for dates and venues when we can re-start 
 

 

Prayer Meetings are taking place, currently weekly via Zoom, mostly on 
Wednesdays from 6 – 6.40pm – all are welcome.   

Please contact Alan Hogg or Mark Vincent for details of how to join. 
 

 

Epiphany Bright Stars – parent/carer and toddler group on Tuesday mornings in 
term-time at 9.30am in the church and Jubilee Room.  Contact Jodie Burge on 
01202 776270 or keep an eye on the church website for details of when we are 
able to restart. 
 

 

Messy Church – family fun for parents and children followed by a shared meal.  
Games, craft activities, biscuit or cake decorating, Bible stories and buffet tea.   
Usually on the 3rd Sunday of the month but meetings are on hold. 
  3.00 – 5.00pm in the church.   Contact Mary Hogg on 01202 511759 
See ‘Messy Church at Home’ ideas on our Family Page 
 
 

 

Men’s Breakfast – Meetings are on hold at the moment 
All men are welcome, so why not come and join us?              
Full English breakfast served at 8.00am.  For catering purposes please contact 
Andy Renton directly  if you plan to attend on 07484 203076 or 
andy.renton56@gmail.com.   

 

Muscliff Care Home Service: – monthly on Mondays at 2.30pm 

While we are unable to visit please remember the care home residents in your 
prayers 

Currently no Sunday services are being held in church  
We will let you know when things change, following Government and Church of England advice. 

We will let you know when we can 

open again for services on Sunday 

mornings.  It will be at 10.00am 

with social distancing and register-

keeping in place.  This we hope 

includes Holy Communion services 

on 2nd and 4th Sundays.  

  

 
Wed 17 February Ash Wednesday 

Sunday 14 March Mothering Sunday 

Sunday 28 March Palm Sunday 

Friday 2nd April Good Friday 

Sunday 4 April  Easter Day 

On Sunday 21st March we hope to 

welcome Sam Dickinson, Assistant 

Minister at Christ Church 

Westbourne, to lead our worship and 

praise service.  Sam has visited us a 

few times already. 

mailto:andy.renton56@gmail.com


 

 

Epiphany Pre-School meets Monday - Friday in the church hall during term-time 
from 9.00am to 3.00pm.  
Please check dates with the pre-school staff.   
Phone 01202 612337 for more information 

 

Tea Cosy – tea, coffee, and 
chat from 9.45 - 11.30am.  
Meetings are still on hold. 

 

Choir practice - please 
contact Susan Bright for up-
to-date information about 
when choir can re-start.   
 

 

Lunch Club – On hold at the moment. Coffee at 10.30am followed by games and 
social time.  Lunch is served at 1.00pm and is prepared by ‘Crumbs’.  A 2-course 
meal costs £4 and (pre-booked) menu choices are available.  There is a short 
service of Holy Communion at midday once a month.  Enquiries to 01202 
516712   
 

 

Pie and a Pint – an opportunity for men to chat and ‘put the world to rights’.  
7.00pm Wetherspoon’s in Winton.  On hold at the moment.  Contact Alan Hogg 
on 07963 706907.  
All men welcome, no need to book. 
 

 Hymns and Cake – Join in with some favourite hymns, learn a little about them 
and afterwards enjoy tea and cake.  The next meeting will be arranged when it is 
possible to do so.  Contact Joanne Davis on 07906355271. 

 

 

Beavers Jacqui Elena 
jacqui.elena15@gmail.com 
Cubs  
Jan Kingsland 01202  517627 
Scouts  
Simon Blake 07500 901 561 

 

Brownies  
Sam Pattemore 07930 
581851 
Guides and Rainbows 
Sandra Coomber 07712 
129445 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Live-streamed Sunday services and evening prayer, with morning prayer via Zoom 
  Up-to-date details can be found at: 

https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/worship-and-music/our-services/service-listings/ 
 

Reflections from Winchester Cathedral, resources for prayer at home and BBC broadcast times are 

listed here:  https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/home-worship/ 

 

 
 

The Church of England’s ‘Daily Hope’ phone line 
If you have no access to the Internet you can listen free, each day, to 

a hymn with an encouraging talk and a prayer, 
 lasting about 20 minutes. 

Telephone number 0800 804 8044 
 

mailto:jacqui.elena15@gmail.com
https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/worship-and-music/our-services/service-listings/
https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/home-worship/
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What is happening here and nationally? 

Lent Course 2021: Discipleship Explored on Zoom 

Discipleship Explored helps believers to know how to live as disciples of  

Christ Jesus today.  It goes beyond simply teaching the right moves - go to  
church, pray, read the Bible, share the gospel - and focuses on the power which 
 drives discipleship: the love of Christ. The greatest love anyone can ever know. 
 
Eight weekly sessions studying Paul’s letter to the Philippians gives us the 
opportunity to explore what it really means to live the Christian life.  
Interested?  

Ring or email Alan Hogg to discuss possible times and help, if needed, with Zoom 

 in  
 

 

   

 
 

 

Services 
There are lots of services being “live-streamed” 
locally and nationally each Sunday on YouTube 

To see what’s available go to: 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/live-

stream/?tags=Live_stream 

 
(In the bottom right hand corner of a YouTube 

screen, the symbol on the far left often turns on 
subtitles and the one on the far right enables you 

to see full screen.) 

You can listen to HopeFM on radio (90.1 FM)     
or via www.hopefm.com 

 

Lent 2021 

Ash Wednesday 17 Feb 

Palm Sunday 28 March 

Look out for information about when 

services can re-start 

 

Why not join a Lent 

course on Zoom? 

Help is available, details below 

 

Easter 2021 
 

Maundy Thursday April 1 

Good Friday April 2 

Easter Day April 4 
 

Look out for information about 

when services can re-start 

  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/live-stream/?tags=Live_stream
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/live-stream/?tags=Live_stream
https://www.hopefm.com/


 
 

We can meet together for prayer by Zoom, so please 
 get in touch with one of our pastoral volunteers Mark, or Joanne, if you have a prayer request. 

 Contact details are on the first page 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

“May the God who gives endurance and 

encouragement give you a spirit of unity among 

yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus,  

so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. “ 

Welcome to a new prayer series.  We are listening to St Paul as he writes to the Christians in different 

churches across Asia, Greece and, in this issue, in Rome. 

Paul has been talking to the Roman Christians about not just wanting to please themselves – rather, that 

they should focus on building each other up because God has given them hope, endurance and 

encouragement through the scriptures – which were what we call the Old Testament then.  

Paul then prays for them – and it’s a prayer that applies to us as well.   He asks God, who gives that 

endurance and encouragement, to give the Christians at Rome unity by focusing on Jesus.  Jesus, he has 

already reminded them, did not live to please Himself but gave His life for us.  Following Jesus is the way to 

worship God with our hearts in unity, not allowing secondary issues to divide us.  Why is this important?  

Our unity brings glory to God – the good news of the Gospel is not tarnished by our disagreements and the 

world around will see in us living proof of God’s power. 

 
 

 

A Message from Mark Payne 

Pray with St Paul – in his letter to the Romans chapter 15 verses 5-6 

I have been thinking about how you are all doing as I know some of you have faced some significant 
personal difficulties.  There is no doubt that fear, sadness and uncertainty was a fact of life last year and 

continues today as we live with a range of emotions due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Amidst this we 
have seen many heart-warming acts of love and courage coming from all sections of society. 

 
God calls on us, His people, to look to Him in all circumstances.  There are some helpful verses in the 
gospel of John 17:20-26 where Jesus prays for all believers.  His desire is that we should, in unity, be 
powerful witnesses to the reality of God’s love, demonstrated and made known to us through the 

person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are so privileged to be ‘children of God’ so let’s pray that He will 
enable us, through His Spirit, to reflect that love to others. 

 
It will be a joy when public worship can resume and we can worship the King of kings and Lord of lords 
together.  Until that is possible let us try to be joyful in the hope that we have in the Lord Jesus and be 
patient in affliction and faithful in prayer (Romans 12:12).  This is a motto verse, adopted for 2021 by a 
local church, and I have found it incredibly helpful to meditate upon.  As Christians we can be sure that 
somehow God is at work in all the difficulties we currently face.  Let us love and support one another 

and I am always happy to receive a call if you want to speak. 
 

The God of all hope fill us with His joy and peace in believing. 
With God’s blessing to you all 

Mark 
 



 

 

The book of Nehemiah is the last 

in the history section of the Old 

Testament.  One thing we know 

about biblical history is that it is 

full of promises from God.  

Nehemiah offers lots of gems 

and here is a taster for you          

– a message of rebuilding hope.  

We all need to have encouraging 

people around us when we feel 

we have lost hope. The Jews had 

been exiled in Babylonia after 

their constant rebellion against 

God.  In the mid-5th century BC, 

Cyrus the king allowed 50,000 of 

them to return to Jerusalem.  

They began rebuilding the 

Temple, but they got 

discouraged and quit.  The 

Temple was finished, but not the 

city walls, which represented 

power, protection, and beauty.  

They were still only rubble, 

leaving the city vulnerable.   

Nehemiah was still living in exile 

when he heard this. The 

shambles of the wall and city 

gates represented the state of 

the lives of its residents, living in 

constant distress and disgrace, 

living only as survivors.  For 

three days he fasted and prayed 

before God, “Lord, the God of 

heaven, the great and awesome 

God, who keeps His covenant of 

love with those who love Him 

and keep His commandments, 

let your ear be attentive and 

your eyes open to hear the 

prayer your servant is praying 

before you day and night for 

your servants, the people of 

Israel.  I confess the sins we 

Israelites, including myself and 

my father’s family, have 

committed against you.” (1:5-6).  

God’s work had already begun in 

the life of Nehemiah.  In exile he 

had a comfortable position as 

cupbearer to the King of Persia, 

but his heart was still for his 

people.  His prayers were 

answered, and he too was 

allowed to return to Jerusalem.  

Once there he inspected the city 

walls at night to assess the 

damage and get the job done 

quickly without interference.   

He rallied the people saying, 

“’See the trouble we are in.  

Jerusalem lies in ruins, and the 

gates have been burned with 

fire. Come, let us rebuild the 

wall and we will no longer be in 

disgrace’. I also told them about 

the gracious hand of God. They 

replied, ‘let us rebuild the wall’, 

so they began the work” (2:17)  

When enemies asked what they 

were doing Nehemiah said,   

“The God of heaven will give us 

success, we His servants will 

rebuild the wall” (2:20).   All the 

citizens took part in rebuilding 

the wall, including the priests.    

This is just a short summary of 

God’s work through Nehemiah, 

yet I feel we can learn a lot from 

it.  2021 seemed to be the 

beginning of rebuilding our 

shattered hopes and dreams, yet 

that is still currently on hold.    

We would like someone to step 

in and take control, to give hope 

and opportunity to rebuild.      

The Jews knew about their 

faithful God, but they had turned 

away from Him to go it alone.  

They were distressed, they felt 

lost, spiritually disillusioned, and 

unmotivated.  

Nehemiah encouraged them and 

they worked together to secure 

the city and turned back to God. 

We must work together in 

prayer, supporting each other 

spiritually to keep going.    

Nehemiah was a man of 

encouragement and leadership.  

He prayed to God for forgiveness 

for his fellow Jews.  He left his 

comfortable existence, wisely 

assessed the need, planned what 

to do and shared his insight 

about God’s goodness, grace and 

mercy.  We need strong spiritual 

leaders, but they need our 

prayers; they also are in the 

midst of this pandemic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 The wonderful work of research 

scientists seems to have 

achieved the impossible.          

We can rebuild our nation, and it 

starts with each one of us.  

Rebuilding starts with our God - 

HE DOES HEAR OUR PRAYERS.    

Is He wanting to restore and 

renew the spiritual wellbeing of 

our nation, our churches, and 

our individual lives?  Revival 

starts with restoration and often 

with one or two people.             

Be encouraged, support each 

other and be part of God’s 

rebuilding, restoration, and 

revival - with Him we can do it.  

God bless,  Lynley  

  

Rebuilding hope – encouragement from Nehemiah 

 



 

 

The last Hymns and Cake we were able to have at 

church in February 2020 had the theme of Lent.    

In Western churches Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday, six and a half weeks before Easter, and 

provides for a 40-day fast (Sundays are excluded), 

in imitation of Jesus Christ's fasting in the 

wilderness before He began His public ministry.  

The word Lent comes from a word for springtime 

and can be viewed as a spiritual spring cleaning: a 

time for taking spiritual inventory and then 

cleaning out those things which hinder our 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ and our 

service to Him.  It is also a season of fasting, self-

denial, Christian growth, penitence, conversion, 

and simplicity. 

A Lent hymn: “Forty Days and Forty Nights”  

 

 

 

 

 

In Scripture, "forty days and forty nights" is a 

frequent theme in events that are significant for 

the people of God.  From Noah, Moses, and Elijah 

to Jesus' time in the wilderness, the number 40 is 

mentioned 146 times in the Bible and generally 

symbolizes a time of trial or testing.   

In Genesis 7, God tells Noah to build an Ark as He 

was going to send rain for 40 days.  During Moses' 

life, he lived forty years in Egypt and forty years in 

the desert before God selected him to lead His 

people out of slavery.  Moses was also on Mount 

Sinai for 40 days and nights, on two separate 

occasions (Exodus 24:18, 34:1 - 28), receiving God's 

laws.  He also sent spies, for forty days, to 

investigate the land God promised the Israelites as 

an inheritance (Numbers 13:25, 14:34).  In 1 Kings 

19 Elijah walked for 40 days to Mount Hermon.   

The final verse of this hymn says, “Keep, O Keep us 

Saviour dear, ever constant by your side, that with 

you we may appear, at the eternal Eastertide.” 

An Easter hymn: “There is a Green Hill Far Away”.  

Cecil Frances Humphreys was married to a Bishop 

and was a tireless visitor to her husband’s 

parishioners.  She regularly taught in Sunday School 

and discovered that the children found things like 

the Apostles Creed difficult to understand – so she 

composed verses to explain various Bible truths. 

She wrote this hymn at a sick little girl’s bedside.   

 

 

 

 

 

The simple message of Christ’s sacrifice as expressed 

in this hymn forms the heart of our belief.  From 

generation to generation the simplicity of Christ’s gift 

to us has become over-complicated by human 

interpretation.  Jesus said, “Unless you change and 

become like little children, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18 v 2).  Our faith 

journey starts with the first step which accepts that 

there is a God who created us and loves us 

unconditionally.  After that we spend the rest of our 

lives learning about God’s nature, the gift of his Son, 

His death for our sins and His resurrection.                

We experience for ourselves the presence of the Holy 

Spirit. 

I really like the words of a fairly new worship song 

‘Hope and Glory’ by Tim Hughes, which is very apt for 

these times, and I often sing the chorus to myself and 

God, “Only You can move the mountain; Only You 

can heal our land; Christ alone, our hope and glory; 

Christ alone in You we stand”. 

Lord, grant us simplicity of faith and a generosity of 
service that gives without counting cost.  A life 
overflowing with Grace poured out from the One who 
gave everything, that we might show the power of 
love to a broken world and share the truth from a 
living Word.  Lord, grant us simplicity of faith, and a 
yearning to share it.  In Jesus Name.  Amen. 
 

I send my love, prayers, and God’s blessings to you all.  

Looking Forward to Lent and Easter by Joanne Davis 

 

 

https://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/learn-basic-bible-timeline/life-of-moses.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/learn-basic-bible-timeline/life-of-moses.html
https://www.biblestudy.org/maps/division-of-promised-land-to-twelve-tribes-israel-large-map.html


 
 

 

 

Are we ever tempted to do or say the wrong thing?  For all of us the answer is sometimes, yes...  Jesus was 

tempted too.  He was about 30 years old and had come down from Nazareth, where He’d grown up, to the 

River Jordan, near Jerusalem.  So far very few people knew much about Him or what He’d come to do 

Except - Jesus had a cousin who was called John.  John was preparing the way for Jesus, telling people that 

they had gone away from God, and needed to say sorry and live the way God wanted them to.  He was 

baptising people who wanted to do this, in the river Jordan and when Jesus came asking to be baptised 

John knew He had done nothing to be sorry about.  When Jesus rose up out of the water the Holy Spirit 

came upon Him, God declared He was His beloved Son, and Jesus was ready to start telling people about 

God.   But just a minute – He then went away, for 40 days, into the wilderness east of the Jordan.  Why?  

Because God allowed the devil to test Him about how He would behave as God’s Son… 

In the wilderness Jesus was hungry and the devil said, ‘Tell 

these stones to become bread’.  But Jesus wasn’t going to put 

His needs first.  The devil suggested Jesus should throw Himself 

down from the top of the Temple building.  Bust Jesus didn’t 

need to test out whether God would look after Him, He trusted 

God.  Lastly the devil said that Jesus could rule all the nations in 

the world if He would just worship him.  But Jesus worshipped 

God only and was ready to serve Him.  That meant living a 

perfect life on earth, which we could never do, and dying to 

save us, for all the wrong things we do.   

And it meant that God would raise Him up from death 

and give Him all power in His Kingdom for ever.  We  

need what Jesus did for us to enable us to be friends  

with God.  If we trust Him we belong in His  

Kingdom forever.  You can read it all in Matthew 

chapter 3 and 4.  Now try the wordsearch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Page – Testing and Trusting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Mothering Sunday 14th March 

Watch out for information about when our services can re-start.   

Even if we cannot meet, we can still be giving thanks for our mothers  

and for those who are like mothers to us – and send them some flowers! 
 

 

Z N B J O H N M X H K S Q B K  

W R R S B I A N M B C O E F S  

T R O J B H D N E D B Q Y T C  

H T M F S N R L L B U R B T A  

D F O F U O O S A S G B R G A  

X E D D S V J P S N V U H Q J  

U T G N E A T E U Z S A M X G  

P Z N D J I N H R T B X P I J  

N P I H S R O W E I I O D V A  

N R K I E M T D J N K J E D A  

L I N D A U C Q G T E R U Q T  

V G L Y K R I R T E M O G M G  

H I D D A K A C M F G N A C D  

W N H U R D V G L V D L Q Y Z  

U P P U H I S Q O O J Z N P L  
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We still can’t meet but try a Messy Church at home 

by clicking on the link below or using Google 
Messy Church at home - New beginnings | Messy Church 

https://www.messychurch.org.uk/
https://messychurch.org.uk/resource/messy-church-home-new-beginnings

