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A letter from Rev Jim Findlay
Dear Friends,

Alan Titchmarsh, TV gardener and presenter, and
Tom Cruise, the Hollywood movie megastar, have
already contributed to our nation’s celebration of
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. There is more to
come. Holidays, tributes, street parties, big events,
and a Jubilee pudding!
On the same weekend as these events unfold the
Christian church will celebrate the crucial festival of
Pentecost. An event that saw the church birthed to
the world and into a span of years that far exceeds
the title of ‘Platinum’. Two millennia have passed
since then and countless millions across those years
have been caught up in the movement that began
as the Spirit of God was sent, just as Jesus
promised.
These two events hold a very real and important
connection. That connection lies in the truth that
the same Spirit of God who wrought wonders on
the first Pentecost, recorded in Acts, has equipped
Queen Elizabeth II to live an incredible life of faith
and service. Our Queen has a real and living faith in
Jesus and she has lived up to His call on her life.
On her 90th
birthday a book
was published
entitled ‘The
Servant Queen:
and the King she
serves.’ The book
reminds us that
she is the
Supreme
Governor of the
Church of England, attends church every week,
even when on holiday, and prays daily. When
asked about the secret of her seemingly impeccable
character, shining through good and bad
circumstances, she answers, “I know how much I
rely on my faith to guide me through the good times
and the bad … I know that the only way to live my
life is to try to do what is right … and to put my trust
in God … I draw strength from the message of hope
in the Christian gospel.” Her coronation set her on
the path of service to God which the words and
symbols indicated that she was called to.

She inherited a role that placed her primarily as a
servant of the heavenly King, the Lord Jesus, the
true King of all that is.
This is frequently seen in her Christmas address to
the nation. She has consistently spoken of the
importance of her faith in Jesus. In 2014 she said,
“For me, the life of Jesus Christ, the prince of Peace,
whose birth we celebrate today, is an inspiration
and an anchor in my life.” In the face of pressure
from a world that is at best indifferent, but
frequently hostile, to people of faith, she is a
remarkable witness to the faithfulness and strength
of God at work in her.
How is it possible for her or anyone to be living out
a life with Jesus as Lord? The answer is to be found
in the story of Pentecost. Acts chapter 2 tells us of
the continuing generous grace of God. His grace
was evident at the cross as sin was dealt with
forever. His grace was evident at the empty tomb
as death loses its sting in the face of Jesus’
resurrection. And His grace is seen at Pentecost as
His Spirit is given to His people that they might live
the life He calls them to live.
In fulfilment of the ancient promises of God, He
writes the law on people’s hearts that they might
know Him and He will remember their sins no more
(Jeremiah 31: 31-34); He turns their hearts of stone
into hearts of flesh that beat for Him and Him alone
through putting His own Spirit within His own
people (Ezekiel 36: 26-27); AND He brings the words
of Joel, quoted by Peter on that first Pentecost, to
life by sending His Spirit in wind and fire to
empower His people, by pouring out His Spirit upon
them (Acts 2: 17-21).
Jesus calls us to follow Him. That means walking
the way of the cross and selfless sacrifice. It means
being a witness to Him and His good news.
It means a hard road where the world hates us
because it hated Him first (John 15:18 -27).
The path of the Christian is a demanding one as we
live up to the call of obedience to our King.
It is NOT though, an impossible road. It’s not
impossible because of Pentecost, because of the
generous gracious gift of God’s Spirit. Jesus
promised something incredible as he tried to
reassure His disciples before His departure from
them. He promised that God’s Spirit would come
Continued overleaf

and reside in those who loved Him and obeyed Him
(John 14: 23). He told the disciples to wait in
Jerusalem for that empowerment to come (Luke 24:
39; Acts 1: 4, 8).
Acts 2 describes the Spirit coming in power.
He impacts the disciples so much that the people
witnessing the change in them suggest that they
are drunk! They are transformed. Those who had
been cowering, afraid, in the upper room were
empowered to speak in all manner of languages in
front of huge crowds at the temple. Peter the
fisherman preaches with such conviction that three
thousand people are added to the church on that
day. This the power of the Spirit of the Lord at
work. He emboldens, empowers, equips.
He makes it possible for us to follow Jesus.
He makes it possible for us to do what Jesus tasks
us with. He strengthens us for the difficult road.
He empowers us to hold fast to God in the face of
our world and its temptations. He empowers our
hearts for service of the true king, the Lord Jesus.

He does that for
Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth
II. He does that
for the Apostles
in Acts. He does
that for all who
call on the name
of Jesus and are
saved. He does
that for you and
me.

The coronation orb: it reminds
monarchs that the world is
under the true King - Jesus.

As we celebrate,
deservedly, the Platinum Jubilee of the Queen, let
us remember where her strength is, and celebrate
the wonder of Pentecost. Remember the ongoing
ministry of the Holy Spirit and open your heart to
His presence and power!
Much love in Christ,
Jim Findlay

Poems and comment on the Apostles’ Creed - by Tony Ingleby
Gabriel’s interview with Mary in chapter 1 of Luke’s gospel
is full of information about who Jesus is…
The very name ‘Jesus’ means, ‘God Saves’, but we are also
told He will be called ‘The Son of the Most High’

‘Conceived by the Holy Ghost’
When a young woman
From a restrictive,
Male-dominated community
Meets the Angel of the Lord
And finds the courage to risk
Her reputation, hopes and dreams
In order to fulfil God’s Word,
Then
She
Is
The poetry

The brightest star in the Kingdoms of Judah and Israel is King
David who reigned for an impressive forty years, but the
angel tells Mary that her Son will reign forever. He will be
born by the power of God, the God for whom nothing is
impossible, and for whom nobody is insignificant or a lost
cause.
The element of the story that challenges me is not, however,
the stretch required of understanding and imagination, but
the obedient response of Mary, who had everything to lose.
Faced with the sacrifice of her plans for the future and, in all
probability, her reputation, she says bring it on! ‘Let it be to
me according to your word.’
But however much we may admire Mary for that level of
sacrifice it was not enough to purchase a place in heaven.
She was as dependent upon the saving work of Jesus for her
salvation as you and me!

Jesus - by Joanne Davis
Do you have questions about who Jesus is and what he does?
IS JESUS REAL?
There is evidence in history books that Jesus was real and lived here on Earth as a man, born in Bethlehem.
We also have our date system of BC and AD centred around the birth of Christ. And of course, we have the
evidence in the Bible and millions of Christians down the centuries who have claimed to know and love
Jesus and have been changed by His works in their lives.
HOW CAN WE KNOW GOD IS REAL?
Jesus helps us to understand about God. A theologian called Athanasius said, “The only system of thought
into which Jesus will fit is in the one in which He is the starting point”. Begin with Jesus and all makes
sense. All Creation finds both its origin and fulfilment in Him.
Colossians 1 v 15-17 says, “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in
him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all
things, and in him all things hold together.”
It is through Christ alone that we can know God and the truth about all of life. Jesus Christ – fully God and
fully human - the perfect mediator. By His saving death He has bridged the gulf between heaven and
earth. Only Jesus, as God, can reveal God.
I have known Jesus all my life. I was taken to church from birth, baptised as a baby and later confirmed in
an Anglican Church and have also attended and got married in a United Reformed Church. We can get
hung up on different denominations and traditions but the main central thing about being a Christian,
whatever denomination, is following and getting to know Jesus Christ. We do this through our own
personal experiences, attending services, personal Bible Study, reading books and opening our hearts up to
Him to speak to us and guide us personally.
The following hymn is special to me and sums up my faith journey from following traditions and just “going
to church as the done thing to do on a Sunday” to actually, really, getting to know and follow Jesus as my
personal saviour and Lord.
All I once held dear, built my life upon
All this world reveres, and wars to own
All I once thought gain I have counted loss
Spent and worthless now, compared to this

Now my heart's desire is to know you more
To be found in you and known as yours
To possess by faith what I could not earn
All-surpassing gift of righteousness

Knowing you, Jesus, Knowing you.
There is no greater thing
You're my all, you're the best
You're my joy, my righteousness
And I love you, Lord

Oh, to know the power of your risen life
And to know You in Your sufferings
To become like you in your death, my Lord
So with you to live and never die
Graham Kendrick
Copyright © 1993 Make Way Music

What’s happening now in Holy Epiphany?
10.00am
Sunday

Worship and Praise Services
and

Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays
Sunday 5th June

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Thanksgiving Service
Worship and Praise on Pentecost Sunday

services
here

Holy Communion services, on 2nd and 4th, Sundays in June and July will be
taken by Rev Robin Harger and Rev Chris Colledge.
Worship and Praise on 19th June will be taken by Rev Jim Findlay and on
17 July by Rev Mark Rainsbury
Home Group – a friendly group who meet fortnightly to share fellowship, study
God’s word and pray. We meet on alternate Thursdays in the Jubilee Room,
from 10.30 - 11.30am. All are welcome so please contact Alan or Mary Hogg on
01202 511759 if you would like to join.

Prayer Services with St Paul’s Throop at 7.30:
June 13th at HE; July 11th at SPT with refreshments
Prayer on Wednesday Mornings at 12.00:
July 13th & 27th in the Jubilee Room after coffee
All are welcome to come and pray – silently or aloud
Epiphany Bright Stars – our parent/carer and toddler group is on Tuesday
afternoons in term-time from 1.30 – 3.00pm in the church.
A booking system is in place, please email Epiphanybrightstars@gmail.com if
you wish to attend.
Snacks and hot drinks are available but please bring a drink for your child.
We haven't started singing yet, but we have a story at the end.
Cost is £1 per family. Contact Jodie Burge on 01202 776270.
Messy Church – family fun for parents and children followed by a shared meal.
Games, craft activities, biscuit or cake decorating, Bible stories and buffet tea.
Usually on the 3rd Sunday of the month - 3.00 – 5.00pm in the church.
Meetings are still on hold: contact Mary Hogg on 01202 511759
Messy Church at home - Google

Bible beaches at home (messychurch.org.uk)
Muscliff Care Home Services are currently on hold

A temporary food bank collection is being held at Epiphany Church until
17th July. Please donate tinned and packaged food, warm clothes and
toiletries.
Epiphany Pre-School meets Monday - Friday in the church hall during term-time
from 9.00am to 3.00pm. Please check dates with the pre-school staff.
Phone 01202 612337 for more information

Wednesday Coffee Mornings

All are
welcome

Choir
practices

Weekly from 10.30am – 12.00 noon.
Coffee, chat and games.

Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee themed
morning on 1st June
Come along at 10.30
and enjoy a time of fellowship - play
some games, do a jigsaw or other
activities, or just chat and off-load.
Everyone, and all ages are welcome.
Contact Joanne Davis for more
information on 07906 355271

7-8pm
2nd & 4th
Fridays
June 10, 24
July 8, 22
No practices in
August

Hymns and Cake
Join in with some favourite hymns, learn a little about them and afterwards enjoy
tea and cake. Hymns and Cake are on hold at the moment.
Speak to Joanne Davis for more details on 07906 355271.
Beavers Jacqui Elena

Brownies Vicky Williams

jacqui.elena15@gmail.com

brownies-40thbournemouth

Cubs Jan Kingsland

@outlook.com
Guides and Rainbows
Sandra Coomber
07712 129445

psutton1971@gmail.com

Scouts Simon Blake
simon_blake@msn.com

St Paul’s Throop have community events during the week to which all are welcome
St Paul’s Community Café is open on Tuesday and Thursday mornings (8:45am –
Noon) and on Wednesday afternoons (1:30 – 4 pm) for anyone who would like
tea, coffee, cake, or a chat
Grapevine is a daytime adult group which meets on the first and third Thursdays
of the month, with talks and visits from speakers covering a wide range of
interests - a great time for fellowship.
The Church of England’s ‘Daily Hope’ phone line
If you have no access to the Internet, you can listen free, each day,
to a hymn with an encouraging talk and a prayer,
lasting about 20 minutes.

Telephone number 0800 804 8044

Searchlight – by Marion Richards
Where there is darkness: search for the Light
Where there is hopelessness: search for the Light
Where there is pain: search for the Light.
For the light that shines in the darkness illuminates the soul
Brings glowing restoration, makes a broken person whole.
The Light that shines in the darkness beams radiantly true:
God’s beacon of salvation where birth begins anew.
In every circumstance of life, through joy, through grief, through pain
God’s everlasting light shines forth and forever will remain.
Throughout the daily changing scene, however great or small,
God promises to be with us and to hear us when we call.
He’ll carry us through the darkest depths of mournful grief and fear
Bring comfort in our suffering and wipe away each sorrowful tear
And with his soothing balm of peace his Father’s love made clear
As he whispers to our aching heart: “Dear child, I’m ever near.”
Christ Jesus is the candle flame that burns forever bright,
He shines for us eternally throughout the darkest night
He is the lamp beneath our feet, our foundation cornerstone
He is the promise of assurance that we need never be alone.
For Jesus conquered evil when upon the cross He died –
He overcame the darkness which can no longer hide.
Yes, Jesus died upon the cross, but He rose to life again
And by his resurrection Christ’s light will never wane.
He is the ascended Living Lord who sits at God’s right hand
May God’s will be done, His kingdom come, upon this earthly land.
When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.’ (John 8: 12)
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Parish Registers from April and May
Baptisms: We welcome into the church family:
22nd May

Aubree Marie Laura Steele

29th May

Dawson Jack Whittaker

Praying at the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – Luke 22: 24 - 27
“A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was
considered to be greatest. Jesus said to them, “The kings of the
Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over
them call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that.
Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the
one who rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one
who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among
you as one who serves.”
This is one of the Church of England’s readings for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Jesus is talking to His
disciples who, the Bible tells us, have something of a track record for wanting to be ‘the greatest’.
Amazingly, they are still pursuing it, even at this point during the Last Supper. Jesus says that they should
not be seeking to be honoured – which is what the title ‘Benefactor’ meant in the ancient world.
The aim He sets them is to be humble, as if they were young and unimportant, to be like people serving at
a restaurant rather than the people giving the orders. It’s a big challenge to them and us - but look who is
giving the example – Jesus Himself, the servant king. He will enable the disciples – and us – to follow Him
in this, if we ask Him in prayer for His help, through the power of the holy spirit who came at Pentecost.
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The story of Pentecost – by Tony Ingleby
For the sake of simplicity, we can say that the story of Pentecost begins nine months before Christmas
when Mary became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Matthew’s gospel tells us that that the baby was called
Lent
Jesus because He would save His people from their sins, and also called Immanuel which means God with
Theus.
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He was crucified died and buried. But that was not the end of His
ministry. He then ascended into heaven to sit with his Father in glory but also, by the power and
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presence of the Holy Spirit to be with and in his followers on earth.
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more fully hereafter.
I was there in the crowd, but I didn’t get excited;
I just stood and watched and wondered what
would in
happen.
I believe
the Holy Spirit
I was there in the crowd when Wind
they crucified
King Jesus,
….
Persecution ….
When the blood ran down the Fire
body….of the dying Son of David.Conversion ….
I was there in the crowd, but I didn’t
get excited;
Word ….
Expansion ….
I just stood and watched and wondered
what would happen.
God is speaking!
God is confirming!
But the sun couldn’t stand and watch - she hid herself in shame;
Love ….
And the angels waited tear-blind in their sadness up above. Jesus ….
Joy ….
Jesus ….
Only man could stand and watch this death and treat it as a game,
Peace
….
Jesus ….
Simply toying with the wonder of God’s love.
God is transforming!
God the Holy Spirit is at work!
So, will you stand in the crowd and just listen to the story
As it’s told again this year of how God’s Son once died for you?
Or will you open up your life and let him in as one invited?
Share his death today, but also share his life this Easter too.

Bournemouth Bible Week

The Bournemouth Bible Week began as the
Coming to the cross through those who were or could
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Bournemouth
and Poole Convention.
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More details from Alan & Mary Hogg 01202 511759
If you would like to see the answers I thought they might give to the question, ‘Were you there when they
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my Lord?’
then
I can10.30am
email them
or print them
as a separate
booklet.
Wednesday
6th – Fri
8th July
– 12.00
Monday
4th – Friday
8th July 7.30 – 9pm
Christ Church Westbourne, Alumhurst Rd
CityGate Church at 138a Holdenhurst Road,
Westbourne Bournemouth BH4 8ER
Bournemouth, BH8 8AS
Speaker Rev. Dr Andrew Sach who serves partSpeaker Adrian Reynolds who has been on the FIEC
time at Grace Church Greenwich and as a tutor
staff since April 2017, first as Training Director and
helping to train other preachers.
now as Head of National Ministries.

Bible Thought – from Sam Dickinson
So, Christ was sacrificed once to take away the
sins of many people; and He will appear a second
time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to
those who are waiting for Him.
Hebrews 9 verse 28
Think of when we first began to believe in
Jesus, when we understood that His death
and resurrection brought salvation to us.
We see it as something in the past…
But the Bible doesn’t just speak of our salvation
as a PAST tense thing. Here in Hebrews chapter
9, it’s a future thing! Hebrews 9:28 says,” So,
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins
of many people; and he will appear a second
time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to
those who are waiting for him.
In the letter to the Hebrews, the imagery is thick
with priesthood and sacrifice. And it may be that
when the author speaks of Jesus appearing again,
he’s got in mind the re-appearing of a high priest,
after he’s been in and made the sacrifice. On the
day of atonement, in the Old Testament, people
would gather around and wait for the high priest
to emerge – it was a sign that his sacrifice on the
altar had been accepted and his appearance was
a cause for celebration and relief!
Now the resurrection has already proved that
Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient and acceptable to
the Father. Our sin has been paid for! And yet
we are still waiting for Him to appear. And when
He does appear, He’s bringing salvation, the
fulfilment of every saving promise that God has
ever made, with Him. Salvation from death, full
and finally. Salvation from disease, healthy
bodies in a world made new. Salvation from sin –
we’ll serve Him perfectly. Salvation from abuse
and arguments – we’ll live in perfect unity with

one another. Salvation from sorrow – every tear
wiped away.
So one simple thought for us here: Remember
we are still waiting. And when Jesus appears
again, it’s going to be good. There are various
things I wait for. And I love it when they arrive...
Waiting for friends to arrive for an evening in our
home – I love it when they walk through the
door. Waiting for a takeaway curry to arrive – I
love it when that warm paper bag arrives, and the
smell of curry hits you. Waiting for a holiday to
begin - I love waking up, with somewhere new to
explore…
Well, whatever you love waiting for, however
good it is when those things finally appear, it is
nothing compared to the appearing of Jesus, who
comes to bring salvation. He comes to fulfil every
saving promise of God.
If life is mostly easy and happy right now, His
appearing will bring salvation, which is better by
far. If life is mostly hard and sad right now, His
appearing will bring a salvation which will end our
sorrow.
So when something good or someone you love
appears this week, why not remind yourself of
this thought…

‘Jesus will appear a second time, not to
bear sin, but to bring salvation to those
who are waiting for him’.

Sam Dickinson has been training for ordination at St Paul’s Throop & will move to Blackburn for his first curacy.
We are invited to his Farewell at St Paul’s on Sunday June 19th. Look out for more details nearer the time.

Family Page: A question for Jesus
In chapter 10 of Luke’s gospel Jesus is
teaching a group of people when
suddenly one stands up…
He’s a top person among the teachers of the
Jewish law and he wants to test Jesus. He’s got a
question – and it’s a good one. “What must I do
to inherit eternal life?”

It was a man from Samaria, from those despised
people, and he did everything - bandaged the
man’s wounds; took him on his donkey to an inn
and paid for him to stay there until he was better.
“Which of these three do you think was a
neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of
robbers?” asked Jesus and the teacher of the law
knew it was the Samaritan. Jesus told him, “Go
and do likewise.”
Why do you think the teacher of the law asks the
question? He thinks that there is something he
can do to be sure he will live for ever with God.
He’s hoping that Jesus has a quite limited idea of
who his neighbours might be – so it’s not going to
be that difficult to love them… The answer he
receives is so challenging… how could he live up
to something like that?

Jesus asks him what the Jewish law says, and he
replies, “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind’; and ‘Love your
neighbour as yourself.” It’s a great answer and
Jesus tells him so. But the teacher of the law has
another question. “Who is my neighbour?” He
maybe isn’t too sure he has kept that part of the
law and wants to know whether he has done
enough to be right with God.

He has misunderstood what the law said. No-one
can succeed in living exactly according to the law
and earn eternal life. It’s the relationship with
God that’s important – knowing that we are not
perfect people, and we depend on His mercy and
grace, through Jesus’ death and resurrection, for
our eternal life. It’s something He gives us, not
something we earn because of what we do.
The actions of the ‘good Samaritan’ show us what
it looks like to be a disciple of Jesus – they show a
way of thinking that results from responding to
what God has done for us through Jesus.

Jesus tells him a story with a real twist to it. The
hero is not a Jewish religious leader but a man
from Samaria, a land in the north of Israel whose
people weren’t thought of as ‘proper’ Jews at all.
Jesus’ story tells of a man was attacked, robbed,
and left for dead when travelling alone on the
dangerous rocky road from Jerusalem to Jericho.
And who helped him?
Not two religious
leaders who decided
he wasn’t their
‘neighbour’ and
passed by on the
other side of the
road.
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